FR. BRAZ FALEIRO S.J
A Builder and an Apostle of the Underprivileged and the Disorganised

al. (1958 1961) and Theology in Innsbruck, Austria (1964-1968). He was

orda -ea a priest in Zug, Switzerland on 30 July 1967. He did his Tertianship in |

Sitagarha, then part of Bihar in March 1970, and pronounced his final vows in 1973.
faz received a master’s in human resources from the University of Manchester,

. Braz held a number of responsibilities in the Goa-Poona Province, (which later was divided into the Goa
and Pune Provinces), such as Director of Workers Association (1971-72), Socius to the Provincial (1974-
76), District Superior of Goa District (1984), Superior of Jesuit House, Panjim (1989), and Superior /
Treasurer of Xavier Centre of Historical Research, Porvorim (2006-07).

He trained himself in the construction work and was asked to supervise the construction of Jesuit House,
Panjim; the repairs and renovation of the Baga Retreat House, and the construction of the Pedro Arrupe
Institute, Raia. He also supervised the construction of the Institute of Management at Bhubaneswar in
Odisha.

One can aptly state that Fr. Braz was an apostle to the underprivileged and the unorganized. He was one of
the first to enter into the social struggle in Goa. He got a taste for this while he was a regent at Our Lady of
Grace High school, Bicholim, which was then under the Jesuit Management. Here, ‘the guiding hand of
took him among the mine workers who were exploited with overwork and paltry work’ (Fr. Peter-H
Kolvenbach, the Superior General on the occasion of Fr Braz’s 50 years in the Society of Jesus, 23.6.2004

As the Province Coordinator of Social Action in Goa, Fr. Braz supported the struggles of various gr¢
‘the socially or economically marginalised people.” Along with late Mr. Mathany Saldanha, he invelve

in 1983. H|s friends in Europe appreciated his social apostolate and Ilberally supported it with affectio a ’, |
funds.

Though Fr. Braz was offered a sabbatical, rest and self-renewal for a year after his active
offered his services for the JRS in East Timor. Though these were accepted locally,gtheghi

unassuming, simple and sincere in his lifestyle, a good leader, bold speaker, good organiser, hard
had a great love for workers, filled with the spirit of sacrifice, and one who lived up to his commitm

ecame an.inmate of the newly opened Goa Jesuit Province Health Care Centre at the XaVlé, Res ence\
vor|m Due to poor health since 2019, he spent the remainder of his life at the centre, He Ieft fi b

23 at 4.00 pm.

od reward him for his generous services!




